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God’s Amazing Grace – Part 6 
 

Particular Redemption, Limited or Definite Atonement 
“A Price for a People” 

 
who gave himself (Voluntary) 

for our sins (Vicarious) 
to deliver us (Victorious) from the present evil age, 

according to the will of our God and Father (Venerating), 
Galatians 1:4 

 
Our four-fold outline on the meaning of the Death and Resurrection of Christ revealed in the Scripture show it to 
be: Voluntary; Vicarious, Victorious and Venerating. 

Today we are going to look at the overwhelmingly clear evidence as to the true purpose of accomplishment that 
took place at Calvary. Though there are a few verses, when taken in isolation, which seem to say that Christ’s 
death was universal, the preponderance of the Biblical testimony shows us that the death was specific, 
particular and purposeful. Later we will look closely at the few verses that seem to say "all", "world", etc. and 
find out how they fit beautifully and consistently with the rest of the Word of God when seen in their proper 
context. 

Universalism (Free Will) Particularism (Free Sovereign Grace) 

Christ died for every individual. Christ died for all the elect. 

Christ made salvation possible for all. Christ's death saves his sheep. 

Christ died to make forgiveness possible for all. Christ's death removes the sin of his own. 

Christ's death is unlimited in its extent Christ's death is limited or specific in its extent 

Christ's death is limited in its power (by man's 
willingness) 

Christ's death is unlimited in its power. 

Christ's death is limited in its effect. Christ's death is successful and perfect in its effect 

Christ's death makes available redemption / 
propitiation / atonement / justification / etc. This view 
presents Christ’s work as merely accessible to men 
and not actually saving anyone but making salvation 
possible to everyone by their “free will” choice. 

Christ's death truly redeems / propitiates / atones / 
justifies [saves] with certainty those chosen in Him. 
Christ’s death actually secures and guarantees these 
have surely be accomplished and will (by the Spirit) be 
applied to all he came for – those who come to him. 

 
1. Christ's Death was Voluntary: arising, acting, or resulting from somebody’s own choice or decision rather than 

because of external pressure or force1 

John 10:17-18   17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 

again.  18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I 

have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father." 

Galatians 1:4   4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will 

of our God and Father, 
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Isaiah 53:10-12   10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul 

makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 

prosper in his hand.  11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 

righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  12 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he 

poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and 

makes intercession for the transgressors. 

Philippians 2:6-8  6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped,  7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 

being found in human form,  8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross. 

Titus 2:14   14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 

for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Matthew 26:53-54   53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 

than twelve legions of angels?  54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?" 

Acts 2:23   23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

2. Christ's Death was Vicarious: “endured for somebody else: done or endured by somebody as a substitute for 

somebody else”2 

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might* 

become the righteousness of God.. (*might is not in the Greek. The verb in subjunctive and following “so 
that” ought to read “would” indicating purpose in a purpose clause rather than “might” which make it seem 
merely possible – not fitting the grammatical structure of this verse) 

Dr. Bill Mounce, from his blog Mounce on Mondays “…using “might” in the translation of a 

subjunctive in a purpose clause is no longer the best default choice since “might” depicts 

possibility. If we translated 1 John 1:9 with “might,” we have dangerously incorrect theology: 
“If we confess  our sins, he is faithful and just and might forgive (ἀφῇ) us our sins and might 

cleanse (καθαρίσῃ) us from all unrighteousness.” My argument was to use “will” or some such 

word that removes any sense of contingency from the apodosis” 

This is often referred to as "Substitutionary Atonement". Though these words sound complicated and even 
erudite they simply mean that Jesus suffered, died and bore the penalty of sin, not of every individual in human 
history, but in our place. Instead of God punishing us for our sins, Christ bore God's wrath for us. You see the 
word "us" mentioned often here, because Christ was a substitute for a select and specific set of individuals. He 
died once for all time. He died once for people from all nations of the world, not just Jews. He died once for all 
who are or ever will be saved. 

Isaiah 53:5-6   5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 

was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  6 All we like sheep have 

gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Matthew 1:21   21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins." 

Luke 1:68   68 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people. 
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John 10:11-15 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep…14 I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

John 10:25-29   25 Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 

Father's name bear witness about me,  26 but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock.  27 My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.  29 My Father, who has given them to me… 

John 11:50-52   50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not 

that the whole nation should perish."  51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year 

he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,  52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one 

the children of God who are scattered abroad. 

John 13:1  Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 

this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

Romans 5:8   8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (“us” 

and “we” are His own - those who “were” sinners because all for whom Christ died will be delivered from 

sin) 

1 Peter 2:24   24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might [would*] die to sin and live 

to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (* would not might in a purpose clause subjunctive) 

John 15:13-14  13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends.  14 You 

are my friends if you do what I command you. (God chooses some who are by nature enemies, Rom. 5:10 

and makes them obedient from the heart Rom 6:17ff) 

Romans 8:32-34   32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with 

him graciously give us all things?  33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 

justifies.  34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

John 17:2-10 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have 

given him…9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given 

me, for they are yours.  10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 

Ephesians 5:25-26  25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  
26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 

Titus 2:14   14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 

for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Romans 8:28   28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 

are called according to his purpose. 

Acts 2:39   39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 

the Lord our God calls to himself." 

Romans 8:30   30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 

and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

Hebrews 9:15   15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions 

committed under the first covenant. 

Hebrews 9:28  28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 

not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
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Revelation 5:9   9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed (purchased) people for God from every tribe and 

language and people and nation, 

Hebrews 10:12-14  12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of God,  13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.  14 For 

by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 

Hebrews 13:12  12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own 

blood. 

Hebrews 2:17   17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

Leviticus 16:8-22 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for 

Azazel (scapegoat)… 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of 

the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of 

meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses.  17 No one may be in the tent of meeting 

from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for 

himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel…21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the 

head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their 

transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the 

wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness.  22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to 

a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness. 

3. Christ's Death Was Victorious: (victory)  defeat of opponent: defeat of an enemy or opponent and success: 

success attained over a difficult situation or opponent3 

Luke 19:10  10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost." 

Not attempt to seek and try to save. All those he seeks, he saves, he never fails or loses even one (John 6:39; 
18:9) 

"We must consider here and take special note of key terms: (with simplified definitions) 

1) Redemption/Ransomed: to buy back, i.e. from slavery,  (1 Pet. 1:18-19; Gal. 3:13…) 

2) Propitiation: To turn aside wrath, legal term. (Rom .3:25; 1 John 4:10…NIV "atoning sacrifice") 

3) Reconciliation: To make one, establish peace (2 Cor. 5:18; Rom. 5:10…) 

4) Atonement:  To cover over, To make at one, by sacrifice. (Heb. 2:17…) 

5) Justification: To declare righteous. (Rom 3:24-25; 5:8-9) 

There is a significant amount of overlap in the meaning of these terms. They bring similar meanings with some 
added nuances. But the most significant point in all of this is that the things being mentioned are not "made 
possible" for all men if they exercise their supposed "free-will", but these things are truly, actually and 
victoriously accomplished by Christ for his elect. The work was victorious and completely successful in 
redeeming, propitiating, reconciling, and atoning for all of the sins of those that Christ substituted himself for on 
the cross. 
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1 Peter 1:18-19  18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not 

with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 

without blemish or spot. (Peter wrote to the “elect”) 

Galatians 3:13  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us- for it is written, 

"Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree"- 

Romans 3:25  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, [to be received] by faith. This was to 

show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 

2 Corinthians 5:18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 

Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace, 

Colossians 1:21-22   21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,  22 he has 

now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above 

reproach before him, 

Titus 2:14   14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 

for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

Galatians 1:4   4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will 

of our God and Father, 

1 Timothy 1:15-16  15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as 

the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in 

him for eternal life. 

Hebrews 9:12  12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves 

but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption… 28 so Christ, having been offered 

once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him. (not to try, but to succeed) 

Hebrews 2:14-15   14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 

same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 

and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 

1 Peter 3:18  18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 

us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, (note for all in this context means all 
the elect, all that he will bring to God, no other or further sacrifice will ever be needed.  1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect,) 

1 Peter 2:24   24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 

All those whose sins he bore -- 1) die to sin; 2) live for righteousness; 3) have been (spiritually) healed (made 
whole). Just like the Atonement sacrifices of the Old Testament bore the specific guilt and sins of a specific 
people, so the Atonement of Christ, the spotless Lamb of God without blemish or spot, bore all the sins of those 
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whose names were written in the "Lamb's Book Of Life". The essence of the title of this book is to show who the 
Lamb is designated to give eternal life to through His once for all time sacrifice. 

Colossians 2:14  14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 

aside, nailing it to the cross. 

When he was nailed to the cross, so was the "legal certificate of debt" due to our sins and owed to the holiness 
and wrath of God releasing us from our debt and penalty. The same cannot be said about the "certificate of 
debt" for those who were already in hell or any who will go to hell, their debt is not paid, they will pay for it 
themselves, it was not nailed to the cross or it would have been erased. 

4. Christ's Death Was Venerating: “honor something or somebody: to honor something or somebody as sacred 

or special”4 

Both to the Father and the Son. 

Galatians 1:4  4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of 

our God and Father, 

Ephesians 1:5-14  5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will,  6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  7 In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,  8 

which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight  9 making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ  10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things 

in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,  12 

so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  13 In him you also, when 

you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 

Holy Spirit,  14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 

glory. 

Isaiah 43:7  7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 

Christ at his betrayal… 

John 13:31-32   31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified 

in him.  32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 

John 17:4-5  4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.  5 And now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

John 19:30   30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit. 

Romans 1:4   4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

CONCLUSION:Galatians 1:4 who gave himself (Voluntary)  for our sins (Vicarious) to deliver us (Victorious) 
from the present evil age, according to the will and praise of the glory of our God and Father (Venerating), 

Isaiah 55:11  11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

All Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2001, 2007, 2011 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. It 
includes the 2011 Update. All rights reserved.  
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